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Amendments to the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 2, 3, 15 and 16, and amend claims 1 and 
4-14 as follows. The following listing of claims will replace 
all prior versions, and listings/ of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) . A method for responding to a 
site access in which a service provider site for providing 
contents via a communication network transmits, when an access 
request is made from a requesting terminal, contents of the 
5 service provider site to the requesting terminal in response to 
the access request, the service provider site storing identifiers 
of affiliation sites affiliated with the service ..provider site, 
the method comprising the steps of : 

determining whether or not the access request is made via » 
10 sp e cific 3ifca affiliated with the ag.Evi.c e p rovid e r site one of 
the affiliation sites based on whether the access request 
includes the identifier of the one of the affiliation sites ; 

changing a part of the contents to be transmitted to the 
requesting terminal to predetermined information corresponding to 
15 the sp e cifi c si te one of the affiliation sites when the access 
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request is made via the .specific ai - fe g one of the affiliation 
sites ; and 

transmitting the contents including the predetermined 
information to the requesting terminal to wait for a use£ 
20 verification request from the requesting terminal to start 
service provision; and 

storing user information of the requesting terminal relating 
to the service provision into a session control table relating to 
the one of the affiliation sitss . 

Claim 2 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 3 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 4 {Currently Amended) . The method according to claim 
1, further comprising the steps of ; 

accumulating a service usage time of the service provider 
site when the access request is made 1 via th& s p ecific -sit e one of 
5 the affiliation sites ; and 

determining a charge based on the accumulated service usage 
time every predetermined period of time and conducting a charging 
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procedure to an enterprise of t he sp e cific sit s one of the 
affiliation sites . 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) . A method for verifying a user 
who makes an access request to a service provider site via a 
communication network, the service provider site storing 
identifie rs of affiliation sites affiliated with the service 
5 provider site and user verification information for members of 
each of the affiliation sites, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

determining whether or not the access request is made via *■ 
specific sit e which is affiliat e d with t he, service provid e r site ; 

10 one of the affiliation sites based on whether the access request 
includes the identifier of the one of the affiliation sites; and 
conducting user verification based on the user verification 
information which is r e gist e r e d with th e sp e cific site when the 
access request is made via one of the affiliation sites -fche; 

15 sp e cific sit e and conducting' u se r v e rification baaed on - us e r 

information r e gist e r e d with th e .servic e provid e *: site wh e n th e 
a e c -e- s - s - r-e qu e st is not made via the - s pecific sit e. 
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Claim 6 (Currently Amended) . A service information 
providing method in which a service provider site provides via a 
communication network: to a user terminal a service it e ms item 
corresponding to an access request from the user terminal, the 
5 service provider site storing identifiers of affiliation sites 
affiliated with. _the._ service, provider site, the method comprising 
the steps of : 

providing to the user terminal a predetermined contents 
corresponding to a service designated by the user terminal; 

10 receiving a response information relating to the provided 

contents from the user terminal via the communication network and 
determining whether the response information is transmitted from 
one, of thS a, fixation, s^teq frased on wfrsfrhsr the agcgss request; 
includes the identifier of the one of the .affiliation sites sc 

15 sp e cific si t- e affiliated with the aemiie provid e r sit e when a 
predetermined processing is to be performed with regard to the 
response information; and 

performing the predetermined processing based on a result of 
determination . 

Claim 7 {Currently Amended) . The method according to claim 
6, wherein said predetermined processing is a processing for 
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preparing an electronic mail in response to the response 
information and transmitting the mail via the communication 
5 network to another terminal which is different from the user 

terminal, the mail being transmitted to a terminal belonging to 
the sp e cific aite one of the affiliation, si tqg when the response 
information is transmitted from the sp e cific sit e one of the 
flf f^ij&ipji. sites and to a terminal belonging to the service 
10 provider site when the response information is not transmitted 
from the specific aite one of the specific sites. 

Claim 8 {Currently Amended) . An article of manufacture 
comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable 
program code means embodied therein and for responding, to a site 
access in which a service provider site for providing contents 
5 via a communication network transmits, when an access request is 
made from a requesting terminal, contents of the service provider 
site to the requesting terminal in response to the access 
request, the service provider site storing identifiers of 
affiliation sites affiliated with the service provider site, the 
10 computer readable program code means comprising: 

computer readable program code means for determining whether 
or not the access request from the requesting terminal is made 
via a sp e cific ait e affiliat e d with th e service p i - ovid e r site one 
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of the affiliation sites based on whether the access request 
15 includes the identifier of the one of the affiliation sites ; 

computer readable program code means for changing a part of 
the contents to be transmitted to the requesting terminal to 
predetermined information corresponding to the sp e cific ait e one 
of the affiliation sites when the access request is made via the 
20 one of the affiliation sites .sp e cific site ; *mr* 

computer readable program code means for transmitting the 
contents including the predetermined information to the 
requesting terminal to wait for a user verification request from 
the requesting terminal to start service provision; and 
25 storing user information of the requesting, terminal relating 

to the service provision into a session control table relating to 
the one of the affiliation sites . 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) . An article of manufacture 
comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable 
program code means embodied therein and for verifying a user who 
makes an access request to a service provider site via a 
5 communication network, the service provider site storing 

identifiers of affiliation sites affiliated with the serivce 
provider site and user verification information for members of 
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each of the affiliation sites, the computer readable program code 
means comprising: 

10 computer readable program code means for determining whether 

or not the access request is made via a specific sit e which is 
umiiuL i d with th e servic e provid e r sit e one of th e affiliation 
sites based on whether the access request includes the identifier 
of the, one of the affiliation sites ; and 

15 computer readable program code means for conducting user 

verification based on the user verification information which is 
Ligisfeciea wiLh th e ap e cific sit e when the access request is made 
via one of the affiliation sites Lh e sp e cific site and conductin g 
uaci ' verificati o n baa e d on us e r iriluiuialiuii r c ^is L e ied with the 

20 s e rvic e provider aiti wI ' ulii the ocimjj Liqn e at ia not mad e via th e 
sp e cific sit e. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amenaed) . An article of manufacture 
comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable 
program code means embodied therein and for providing by a 
service provider site to a user terminal via a communication 
5 network a service it e ms item corresponding to an access request 
from the user terminal, the service provider site storing 
identifiers of affiliation sites affiliated with the service 
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provider site, the computer readable program code means 
comprising : 

10 computer readable program code means for providing to the 

user terminal tr predetermined contents corresponding to a service 
item designated by the user terminal; 

computer readable program code means for receiving a- 
response information relating to the provided contents from the 

15 user terminal via the communication network and determining 

whether the response information i.s transmitted from one of the 
affiliation s ites based on whether the access request includes 
the identifier of the one of the affiliation sites a specific 
jifec affiliated with Lli e a e iviie p.u cjvid e i - sittt when a 

20 predetermined processing is to be performed with regard to the . 
response information; and 

computer readable program code means for performing the 
predetermined processing based on a result of determination. 

Claim 11 (Currently Amended) . A method of providing a home 
page of a service provider site and a home page of an af f iliatio_n, 
site affiliated with the service provider via a communication 
network, the method comprising: 
5 receiving a request for the home page from a user bv the 

affiliation site ; 
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transferring the request to the service provider site by the 
affiliation site; 

determining whether the user is a member of the affiliation 
10 site by the service provider site ; and 

transmitting an 01 - iginai a home page to the user bv the 
service provider site when the user is J t*r«r a member of the 
affiliation site. And a modified hom e page wh e n th e uaei - ia a 
membei * an alliliaL e d provide!?, — i ir Lh fe modified home page an 
15 idc i itif ication of the servic e provid e ! includ e d in the uiiginal 
heme pa g e L^Iiilj uhaii g ed Lu an id e ntification of the affiliated 
provider . 

Claim 12 {Currently Amended) . The method according to claim 

11, wherein the service provider site receives the request w 
transmit t ed from the user of frhc affiliated pr o vid e r includes - 
with an identifier indicating that the user is a member of the 

5 affiliation site affiliated pa. - avide.ir and it is d e t e rmine d 

determines whether the user is a member of the affiliation site 
s e rvic e provider based on wh e th e r the reijucaL iricludea the 
identifier . 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended) . The method according to claim 

12, wherein the service provider site modifies the home page 
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based on the identifier of the affiliation site when it is 
determined that the user is a member of the affiliation site 
5 modifi e d h o m e page is creat e d by changin g th e id e ntification of 
th e s e rvic e provid e r includ e d in the or igina - r-home pa ge t o -an 
identificati o n o f the 1 a f filiated pr o vid e r bas e d o n -*b**er 
identifi e r , 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended) . The method according to claim 
12, wherein the service provider site updates charging 
information for the user and charges the affiliation site when it 
is determined that the user is a member of the affiliation site, 
5 furth e r comprising : 

changing th e us e r when the-tig t i,L ia Lin numb e r and char g in g 
the af f iliafc e d- ' provid e r — wh e n th e u a ei. 1 is the member of the 
■ affiliated provider . 

Claim 15 (Cancelled) . 

Claims 16 (Cancelled) . 
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